
Justice and Home Affairs 

 

Policy Development - p.131, para 2   

 

“Several points were also raised on gender self-identification and women’s prisons.” 

 

From the report presented, this discussion appears to be the only point at which the 

Commission touched upon issues of specific relevance to trans and non-binary people 

during the its work over the year, despite trans and non-binary people facing major issues 

of discrimination and abuse in the criminal justice system and throughout our society.   

Brighton Pavilion CLP refers back this part reflecting the major omission by the 

Commission, which it urges it to address in its work and discussions; in the speakers, 

experts, guests and members it invites to its meetings and events; and also in reflecting 

upon whether there has been unconscious bias on its part or on the part of any of the 

members of the Commission or the wider Policy Forum.   

 

 

 

Policy Development - p.132, para1   

 

“The Commission considered a range of documents from Annual Conference… including… 

two unsuccessful emergency motions on boundary changes...” 

 

Like members and affiliate nationwide and internationally, Brighton Pavilion CLP is working 

for a Labour victory at the next general election.   

Brighton Pavilion CLP refers back this part because it is of utmost importance that, 

whatever the result of that election, the parliamentary boundary review, as left on the 

statute books by David Cameron, is rejected by parliament, whether by repeal or otherwise.  

Due to the overriding importance of this to the Party nationally (as well as to our CLP, which 

is profoundly impacted by the most ludicrous and offensive proposals to remove into the 

Hove constituency the historic heart of Brighton, including the Lanes and the Brighton 

Centre where delegates now sit) the Policy Forum must maintain a close watching brief on 

this area and not take its eye off the ball. 

 

  



Consultation: Building an effective Criminal Justice System 

 

2. The Courts - p.143, para 2   

 

“This year the Commission also asked what could be done to address underlying biases in 

the criminal justice system so that sentencing is applied fairly.  Noting that someone from a 

BAME background is more likely to receive a custodial sentence than a white person and 

that women were more likely to receive short sentences than men.” 

 

Brighton Pavilion CLP welcomes this work by the Policy Forum but was surprised that the 

Policy Commission has not mentioned the sentencing of LGBT+ people or, specifically, 

issues surrounding the sentencing and recording of sentences of people in transition and 

non-binary people.  This suggests to our CLP that the Policy Forum’s work has lacked 

adequate consideration of trans and non-binary people.  Consequently, Brighton Pavilion 

CLP refers back this part for further examination. 

 

3.  Offender management - p.149, para 2   

 

“This year, the Commission also asked what could be done to reduce the number of women 

in custody.” 

 

Given that 2019 has seen open the UK’s first special unit for trans inmates, following a 

Ministry of Justice procedural review and new guidelines to ensure the "great majority" of 

trans offenders "experience the [prison] system in the gender in which they identify", 

Brighton Pavilion CLP was surprised that the Policy Commission has not considered trans 

and non-binary people in custody.  Our CLP believes that the Policy Forum’s work on 

offender management lacks adequate consideration of trans and non-binary people, so 

refers it back for further examination.  

Trans and non-binary people facing major issues of discrimination and abuse in the criminal 

justice system and throughout our society.  In prison trans and non-binary people face 

being punished both for their crimes and for being diverse, leading to a greater prevalence 

of mental health issues among the trans and non-binary prison population.  The 

Commission (and the wider Policy Forum) could make a start on addressing this by inviting 

Stonewall to participate in future consultations. 



Other issues 

 

Policing and crime - p.151, para 2   

 

“The Commission recognises that while a lot of media attention focuses on street-based 

violence, there is a hidden epidemic of violence against women and girls.  This point was 

re-emphasised when we considered a motion passed at 2019 Women’s Conference which 

set out a number of practical steps an incoming Labour Government should take to protect 

women from violence, including ratifying the Istanbul Convention, ensuring support services 

and refuges are properly funded, improving workplace awareness of Violence Against 

Women and Girls (VAWG), and guaranteeing effective sex and relationship education so 

young people are taught to respect themselves and others.” 

 

Brighton Pavilion CLP welcomes work by the Policy Forum addressing violence against 

women but was surprised that the Policy Commission has not condemned (or even 

mentioned) the increase in transphobia, since this has been particularly targeted at trans 

women and provoked an upsurge in violence against trans and non-binary people.  These 

violent attacks, again, often target trans women.   

Further, when our national news has witnessed homophobic protesters objecting to LGBT+-

inclusive relationship and sex education lessons in schools, it is astonishing that this has 

apparently not been discussed by the Policy Forum via its Commission’s discussion on 

these lessons.   

Brighton Pavilion CLP believes that the Policy Forum’s work has lacked adequate 

consideration of LGB, trans and non-binary people, particularly omitting to consider trans 

women in its discussions of violence against women and girls, and omitting to guarantee 

that sex and relationship education lessons will be LGBT+ inclusive.  Consequently, 

Brighton Pavilion CLP refers back this part for further examination. 

 


